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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE - < Newspapers as indicated.

REPORTS RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN USSR FISE INDUSTRY

[ﬁum‘bers in parentheses refer to appended sourceg7

- Several efforts have been made recently to acclimatize new types of fish and
to develop new and better fish transport methods. The Gur'yev Station of the Ural
" Fish Plant, for example, deposited by airplane ebout 3 million fry of Casplan
sevreyuga sturgeon in the Aral Sea. Work to distribute sevreyuga sturgéon in the
Aral ?ea has been going on for 3 years. The fry are well adapted for acclimatiza~-
tion. (1)

Recently, an airplane transport ship of the Ministry of Fish Industry USSR
brought live trout from Kursk Oblast to an airport near Moscow. The fish were
placed in a large aquarium and were carefully moved. While in the air, the trans-
port carrying the fish flew only 400 meters above ground and care was taken to
see that the temperature remained constant. -

The trout survived the flight successfully. From the airport, they were
moved in a specially equipped truck to Khimkingk Fish Reservoir. The guantity of
live fish brought to Moscow has been increasing considerably. Mirror carp weigh-
ing from 500 grams to 1.5 kilograms are being brought from Belorussia to Moscovw in
railroad cars equipped to handle live fish. Sheatfish, carp, and pike are being
brought from Astrékhan. ILive fish will continue to be brought to Moscow during
the winter.(2) B

Other new techniques for short-range movement of fish are being wiedly intro-
duced. Instead of using kungas (vessels having mesh bags along the sides for
carrying fish) for moving the fish from ship to shore, powerful pumps and hydraulic -
transporters, which unload the fish directly into -the plant shops, are used. This
method permits work to be carried om 2l hours a day and does not depend on hydro-
graphic conditions.

b Over 400 of these pumps and 30,000 meters of pipe of hydraulic transporiers -
have been in operation during 1949 and have replaced the manual labor of several
thousand workers. Five and one-half million rubles have been saved as & result of
the hydraulic transport of hundreds of thousends of centners of fish.
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In the Azov-Black Sea basins, fish catching and processing has been mech- i
anized: pumps, hydraulic elevators, and apparatus for packing fish in barrels have '
been introduced. The new techniques will raise the speed of fish catching, shorten
the time of unloading ships, and improve working conditions,(3)

New varieties of fish and crusteceans are now being commerclally exploited. #

Humpback salmon have arveared in basins of the Nizhne-Amur State Fish Trust
and in Amur Bay. Fishermen have prepared f£ishing equipment and have organized
their work on & 24-hour-a-day basis. Brigades from the De-Kastri Combine caught
sbout 20 ceniners of humpback salmon in 2 days. Reports recéived from Cepe Iazarey,
Petrovskiy Spit, and Baydukov Island state that the first catches of salmon have
been taken. Schools of humpback salmon have been noticed in commercial tasins on
the right banks of Amr Bay. The salmon fishing season has begun on the -Amur- River

(&)

Gray mullet is & new verietyof commerical fish found in the Casplan Sea.
From 1930 to 193k, fry of Black Sea gray mullet were transplanted to the Caspian
Sea where they acclimatized quickly. By 1937, they were being caughi commerciely.

Untll recently, the lerge reserves of'gray millet were being gparingly util-
jzed since equipment for catching gray mllet was unsatisfactory.

During the last few years, gray-mullet fishing in the Black Sea has been
developed, One of the newest pieces of ecipment in use is a purse seine designed
by fisherman V. M. Ovcharenko. This seine has increased the catch per ceine from
141 centners (1947-48) to 240-390 (1949). The purse seine should be introduced into
the Casplen Sea for catching gray mullet as well as other varieties of fish.. ‘The
principal fish-canning industries of the central and aouthern. Casplan Sea, the Min-
istry of Fish Industry Azerbaydzhan SSR, the Dagestvan and Turkmen Fish Trusts, and
the experimental station of the Main Administration of the Caspian Fish Industry
’(Glavks;sprybprom) must ccoperate in the utilization of purse seines. The Caspisn
Branch of the All-Union Scientific Research Institute of the Marine Fish Economy
must assist these organizations. Gray mullet industries mst be developed along
the coast of the Caspian Sea.

The Azerbaydzhan Union of Fishing Kolkhozes (_Azrybko]khozsoyuz) and the Min-
istry of Fish Industy Azerbaydzhan SSR. must take strong measures to develop
purse-seine catching of gray mullet in fishing kolkhozes and in herring canneries.

(5)

In Kazakhstan SSR, & large-scale mussel industry is being developed in
Ussurly Bay. The two valuable edible mussels caught are sea combs andmidiya
(Mytilus gciloprovincialis Lamark), whose dried meat is widely marketed and whose
shells are used for preparing mineral feed meal. Up to now, commercial exploita-
tion of these two mussels was undeveloped and unorganized; underwater scoops were
the principsl means of catching them. A¢ present, the mussel industry has two
flotillas and is progressing successfully.(6)

Another fairly recent development in the fish industry has been the construc-
tion of & new fish trust on the Black Sea for catching dolphins and other fish.
Plans have also been made to construct mechanized fish plants in Anapa, Gelendzhik,
Tuapse, and Adler.(7)
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. Izvestiya, T Jun 50

. Vechernyaya Moskva, 26 Nov 49

. Leningradskaya Pravda, 29 Nov 49
. Komsomol'skaya Pravd_a_, 23 Jun 50
. Bakinskiy Rabochiy, 4 Jun 50

. Kazakhstanskays Pravda ,‘ 7 Jun 50

. Pravda, 23 Nov 49
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